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Planting Seeds – May 2021 

Dear St. Luke’s Family: 

A lleluia. Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. I pray 
that we are all continuing to enjoy a blessed Easter. Unlike last 

year, 2020, we were able to celebrate Easter together this year. It was 
wonderful to gather and celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, Je-
sus Christ. We were at capacity and it was exciting to see so many of 
you that we had not seen in awhile. As the weather gets warmer, we 
will be conducting worship on the lawn.  We invite you to join us. 

We are also broadcasting worship on Zoom now as well as Facebook 
and uploading to our website. The invitation with the link was sent 
out and it will be the same link for worship going forward. If you did 
not get it, please call the office and we will send you the email invita-
tion. 

I don’t know when we will be able to worship without restrictions, but 
we are getting information from the state and the Diocese to make 
that determination. As Easter people filled with hope, we remain 
trusting and hopeful that it will be soon.   

May God continue to bless and fill you with peace and joy. 

     Rev. Ernestein V 
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Special Dates & Events  
 

May 1 (Sat.) The Apostles St. Philip and St. James; 10-12 Gardening Angels general clean-up, maintenance 

May 6 (Thurs.) National Day of Prayer 

May 9 (Sun.) Mother’s Day 

May 10 (Mon) 5-7 p.m. Sacred Ground (last in series) 

May 13 (Thurs.) Ascension Day 

May 15 (Sat.) Armed Forces Day 

May 18 (Tues.) 12-1 p.m. Courageous Conversations 

May 20 (Thurs.) Parish Administrator on vacation through Thursday, May 27 

May 23 (Sun.) The Day of Pentecost — wear red! 

May 25 (Tues.) Treasurer on vacation for 2 1/2 weeks 

May 30 (Sun.) Trinity Sunday 

May 31 (Mon.) The Visitation; Memorial Day — office closed 

 

 

  6 Nik Grimsby, Diana Robertson 

  7 Claire Addison, Sarah Svendsen, Connie Vagle,  

  8 Pam Calvert 

  13 Lynn Hughes 

  

If our birthday isn’t listed please contact the office to be added in. 

 

 

 Claire, Pam & Jim, Connie, Dick & Robin, Michael, Myrna, Vicky, 
 Virginia, Willow 

  
 For those who have died: Francis Flemister, Dick Miller, Denny 
 Wilson  

 

Junior Warden News 
 

W e have a new Junior Warden! Congratulations to Susan Lee Hall. Thank you to Sooz, who stepped up 
to take up the reins of this position. She was nominated and elected at the April 2021 Vestry     

Meeting. So, thanks again and congrats, Sooz. 
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Social Justice Committee Report 
  

C ommittee members as well as other members of the parish continue to donate and provide brown bag 
lunches to the Sunday Ministry in the Park on a weekly basis.  A typical lunch bag includes a juice 

pouch, applesauce, hardboiled egg, half a banana or tangerine and a sandwich of bologna and cheese or 
PBJ. Various hygiene products have also been donated, brown bagged and delivered to the park.  Folks 
who frequent the park on Sundays have enjoyed these takeaways.  Thank you for your efforts and dona-
tions and please continue to donate as you are able. 
  
Members of the Committee and others in the parish recently joined with members of Indivisible in support 
of our Asian American siblings at Forever Nails.  The Asian American owned business had been targeted 
and harassed during the recent upswing of violence toward the Asian American community in our coun-
try.  Consider how you might also support Asian American businesses in our community. 
Rogue Retreat is no longer pursuing the property at Manzanita and Seventh.  Rogue Retreat had planned to 
open a 90-day temporary shelter for the unhoused in January, but public outcry continued to delay the 
project.  Other avenues are now being pursued including the purchase of a motel on 6th that could be con-
verted into a shelter. Please support our local town council in their efforts toward the development of hous-
ing alternatives for the unhoused and changes to city codes that will allow a more compassionate response 
to the needs of the poor. 
  
St. Luke’s, as many of you know is joining with other congregations in the community to develop fund rais-
ers that will lead to the purchase and sponsoring of a tiny house at Foundry Village.  Your ideas and ener-
gy are welcome so please call the office if you wish to be involved as we move forward. 
  
Members of our committee also continue to participate with others in the community in a book group that 
reads and discusses books that address issues of racial and social justice.  We are currently reading and 
would recommend, “Hood Feminism” by Mikki Kendall.  Other reads have included “Why Are All the Black 
Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? And Other Conversations About Race” by Beverly Daniel Tatum, 
PhD and “Me and White Supremacy” by Layla Saad. 
  
Various churches in the diocese have begun to explore and acknowledge the aboriginal people of the lands 
upon which our churches are built. Anyone in the parish with knowledge, expertise or simply a desire to 
explore the history of St. Luke’s land should contact Concetta Buckner. 
  
Finally, I would leave you with the words of Dom Helder Camara, “When I give food to the poor, they call 
me a saint. When I ask why the poor have no food, they call me a communist.” 
  
St. Luke’s Social Justice Committee/ May 2021 
 
 

Gardening Angels News 
 

T he Gardening Angels continue to keep the grounds of St Luke’s looking well kept and tidy. The first 
Saturday of each month is our “tidy up” day with trimming, pruning, weeding etc. Now spring and 

summer are fast approaching, mowing becomes an almost weekly chore, and the rose bed will shortly need 
frequent attention. Thanks to all our faithful workers who come out to work. If anyone would like to help, 
please show up on our first Saturdays. Call Judy Anzalone  (541-955-9547)if you would like more infor-
mation.  
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Jr. Warden’s Report 
 
Dear Family and Friends at St. Luke’s: 

 

I  was elected Jr. Warden in April, and on the 19th got my first call about  

flooding in the basement.  A grand start!  The short-term fix has been made 

(cleaning out the line) and the long-term fix is for a dip in the line between under 

the church and the alley. We are receiving bids of fixing it.  There are some root 

problems further down the line that the City of Grants Pass is (graciously)    

completing.   

 

There are some goals for the coming year that I’ll be putting before the Vestry in 

May.  If you, the people who are the body of St. Luke’s, have any ideas of things 

that need to be done, please let me know. Obviously, there is no guarantee that everything can be done, 

but we are working on grants to do projects right now.  And emergencies will happen (note first paragraph)!  

But you have both eyes and ideas; I’m looking forward to working with you. 

 

Susan Lee Hall    541-244-0806    soozhall1029@msn.com 

 

Getting to Know… Phyllis McGill 
  

O ur Phyllis just celebrated her 93rd birthday. Most of us know her as a giving, faithful person with a 
sparkling personality... who brings the best baked goods to every parish event. Here are some fun 

facts 
 
About Phyllis McGill 
 
Favorite Flower:  Blue Hydrangea 
Favorite Color:       Blue    
   
Favorite Flavor of Ice cream: Vanilla with Caramel 
Favorite Hymn:       All Things Bright and Beautiful 
Favorite Scripture Passage:  Psalm 133 
 
Oh how good and pleasant it is, 
  When brethren live together in unity.... 
 
It is like the dew of Hermon 
   That falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 
For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: 
  life forevermore. 
 
Loves about St. Luke's:  Beautiful stained glass windows, the people in the congregation, the music, and 
especially worshipping together. 
 
Missed most during the last year:  Being together... Very grateful for the Quilting Guild meetings. 
 
Words of Wisdom.  This was posted (for years) in Phyllis' classroom at Grants Pass High School:  "Assume 
makes an ass of U and Me." 
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Sr. Warden’s Report — by Hana Rubens 
  

D ear St. Luke's Family, 
 

 
Can you believe that we are almost into Ascensiontide and Pentecost? The beauty of spring is all around us 
and certainly all around our church; thank you, Gardening Angels. 
 
We hope to have Outdoor Services beginning soon; that, of course, will depend on the guidelines we receive 
from the government on gatherings.  If at all possible, an outdoor coffee hour following the Outdoor Sunday 
Service is being planned for. One thing everyone seems to agree on is that we want to get together for fel-
lowship; safely, yes, but get together. If you are interested in helping with the outdoor coffee hour, please 
let me know. 
 
 As many of you know, our Choir Director, Janet O'Donovan, will be retiring in June. Thank you, Janet, for 
your good work at St. Luke's. Your prayers are asked for as we begin the search for a new Music Minister. 
 
Your prayers are also asked for Susan Lee Hall who on her first week as Junior Warden, gets to deal with a 
plumbing problem. We are very grateful to Susan for accepting the responsibility and for her leadership in 
the parish.  We are also happy to welcome our beloved snowbirds, Dave and Diana Robertson, back home 
to St. Luke's. Dave has volunteered to work with Sooz on the many projects the junior Warden must deal 
with, and also help with the videoing of services. If there is anyone else who would like to learn how to be a 
camera person for the services, please contact Susan Hall. We don't know what the new normal will be, but 
we plan on providing access to our services in every way possible. 
 
Congratulations to our beloved Phyllis McGill, who just celebrated her 93rd birthday. She also agreed to be 
the first subject of a column we are reintroducing in Luke's Log; " Getting to Know One Another." 
 
 And just a reminder, if you wish to get vaccinated and are having difficulty getting an appointment or with 
transportation, please let the church office know and someone from the church will assist you. 
 
Please remember: If you have any Pastoral Care Need (non-emergency) please contact the Church Office. 
For Emergency Needs, call Rev. Ernestein directly on her phone. 
 
In closing, let us pray together: 
 
 Come Holy Spirit, 
 fill the hearts of your faithful, 
 and kindle in us 
 the Fire of your Love. 
 Send forth your Spirit 
 and we shall be created. 
 And You shall renew the face 
 of the earth. 
 
 AMEN. 
 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Hana        
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ST. LUKE’S              
OFFICE HOURS 

 

M, T, Th  9 am-1 pm 

Wed. 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Friday  

541-476-2493 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
publishes Luke’s Log month-
ly. Submit articles to our 
email address or to the 
parish office by the 20th of 
the month. For more infor-
mation, visit our website 
above. 

 

IDENTITY STATEMENT FOR ST. LUKE’S 

 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a community of diverse and unique indi-
viduals and families, joined together in the Body of Christ.  We are a 
family united by worship, discovering God’s purpose in our lives and us-
ing our gifts in service to him, to one another, and to the world.  We are 
committed to be welcoming and open to all, without regard to race, color, 
religion, gender, gender identity or expression, age, sexual orientation, 
national origin, ancestry, disability or genetic information. 

 

We are the people of God and a community seeking to live out the truth 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We seek to love God and our neighbors as 
we love ourselves. We want to build collaborative and creative partner-
ships with our community to truly make it the beloved community of 
God.  We encounter God in word and sacrament, in music and prayer, 
and in one another. 

 

We offer opportunities for education, spiritual growth, service, fellowship, 
and the giving and receiving of pastoral care. 

 

We seek, through worship and service, to show forth in the world the 
healing power of Jesus’s love. 

 

224 NW D Street 
Grants Pass, OR 97526-2042 
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ST. LUKE’S MISSION 
STATEMENT 

 

To do God’s work, we 
extend ourselves joyfully 
in Christ’s name to one 

another, our community, 
and the world. 

 

ST. LUKE’S SERVICES  
SUNDAY MORNING 

 

9:00 a.m. Holy  

Eucharist, Rite II 

Nursery available 

. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

12:15 p.m. Mid-week 
Eucharist in Chapel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE REV. ERNESTEIN C. FLEMISTER, RECTOR 
(614) 599-0098 

rectorstlukesgp@gmail.com 
 

ST. LUKE’S OFFICERS & VESTRY 
 

 

Hana Rubens, Sr. Warden 
Susan Lee Hall, Jr. Warden 
Laurel Samson, Treasurer  

Maria Jorden, Clerk of the Vestry 
Concetta Buckner (2022) 

Bridget Garvin (2022) 
Susan Lee Hall (2023) 
Dave Robertson (2024) 

 

 

 

Phone: 541-476-2493 
Fax: 541-476-9942 

Email: 
stlukesgrantspass@gmail.com 

 


