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H

appy 2021, everybody. In a year where many of us did not spend time
with family over the holidays, we made the sacrifice so that next year
will be better. At the beginning of the new year we are thinking about the
things that we need to change in the upcoming year. 2020 was a year of
major shifts in the patterns of our lives. The world stopped and allowed us
to think and see things from a new perspective, the silence allowed us to
really hear our neighbors across the globe. So, what will we do and how will
we change with all the knowledge and information we received in 2020?
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So, I invite us to consider our options for 2021. Let it not take a pandemic to
open our eyes and hearts to see the need and suffering of our neighbors, let
it not take a knee on someone’s neck to enable us to believe what we see on
mobile phone videos of people of color being shot running away from police
unarmed, let it not take protests to allow us to see the racial and economic
inequalities and injustices affecting the lives of our sisters and brothers, and
let us not wait for a pandemic to see the plight of essential workers— low
wages, no sick leave and no health insurance, and when we see people
sleeping on the street or in tents, let us not fight against affordable housing
when we think it’s too close where we live. That’s a lot to think about, but
choose one and commit to work on it from where you are. Do the best that
you can with God’s help.
May you have a Happy, Healthy, and Peaceful New Year.
Rev. Ernestein V
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Jr. Warden’s Report — by Juli Mimnaugh

This has been quite a year to be Junior Warden!

First of all I had to try to fill the shoes of Dennis James,
the quintessential Junior Warden. Then there was COVID 19 and all of the state and diocese protocols
that had to be implemented so we could continue to function. Of course, there were the normal repairs to
plumbing, lighting and railings but overall, nothing extraordinary. Perhaps the installation of the large
screen TV in the Parish Hall could be considered extraordinary because of the new normal, the Zoom meeting!
There are a few ongoing projects: siding repair awaiting a bid and reinstallation of fans awaiting grant completion and approval.
The need for some kind of toilet facility to keep the stairwell and grounds clean and to ease our sextant’s
cleaning duties brought about our outreach project of the PortaPotty. The PortaPotty has been well used
and the cleanliness of the stairwell and grounds has been maintained.
For some reason the American flag that flies in front of the church has been stolen, replaced and stolen
again. It would be interesting to determine the mindset of a person who would steal a flag. Are they making some kind of statement? Right? Left? Do they just need a flag? Should we continue to replace the flag?
As I leave the Vestry, I want everyone to know that it has been my pleasure to serve while Father Todd was
here, during the interim with Father Morgan and Reverend Mary, and finally with Reverend Ernestine, as
her first Senior Warden until her choice could be elected at the annual meeting and finally as Junior Warden. Thank you for allowing me to serve!
May we all stay safe and healthy until we can once again gather together; new year and better times for all
of us!
Juli Heath Mimnaugh
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Special Dates & Events
Jan. 1 (Fri.) The Holy Name of our Lord Jesus Christ; New Year’s Day
Jan. 4 (Mon.) 5:00 p.m. Sacred Ground
Jan. 6 (Wed.) The Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ
Jan. 10 (Sun.) The Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ
Jan. 13 (Wed.) 4:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
Jan. 14 (Thurs.) 5:00 p.m. Sacred Ground
Jan. 16 (Sat.) Religious Freedom Day; 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Handbell Workshop at St. Luke’s with Diane
Barnes of Ascension Lutheran, Medford
Jan. 17 (Sun.) Special readings and music at the 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in honor of the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Jan. 18 (Mon.) The Confession of St. Peter the Apostle; Martin Luther King Day (offices closed); 5:00 p.m.
Sacred Ground
Jan. 20 (Wed.) Inauguration Day
Jan. 25 (Mon.) The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
Jan. 31 (Sun.) 11:30 a.m. Zoom Annual Meeting — with Report on the State of the Parish; Vestry
Elections, and various reports. Zoom instructions will be sent to the congregation prior to the meeting,
along with a PDF of the Annual Report.

Sacred Ground

S

acred Ground is a film-and-readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith. Small groups are
invited to walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of
family story, economic class, and political and regional identity.
The 10-part series is built around a powerful online curriculum of documentary films and readings that
focus on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect with European
American histories.
Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to
racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society. This series
is open to all, and especially designed to help white people talk with other white people. Participants are
invited to peel away the layers that have contributed to the challenges and divides of the present day — all
while grounded in our in our call to faith, hope and love.
The group will meet every other Monday evening, starting January 4. The meeting will be via Zoom from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The dates are: Jan. 4 & 18; Feb. 1 & 15; Mar. 1, 14 & 29; Apr. 12 & 26; May 10.
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Senior Warden’s Report - by Jim Huber
December 23, 2020
Dear Fellow Parishioners,

B

ecause I will have completed my tenure as of the annual meeting on January 31, this will be my last
letter and report to you as Senior Warden. At the time I was preparing for last year’s meeting, most of
us were just learning of a city named Wuhan, China and of a novel coronavirus that had not yet become a
global problem. In spite of the year it has turned out to be, there are many positive things to report on.
Others will be writing their reports to you as well so I will only discuss a few items and, at the risk of neglecting to identify some worthy person, I won’t mention any names of those responsible.
While the Junior Warden probably also will mention this in her report, something all of us can be proud of
is the painting of the ceiling in the nave and sanctuary of the church. It required time, money, and considerable labor, nevertheless we think it was a wise investment in the upkeep and appearance of our building.
While not the most exciting thing to report on, we collaborated with St. Mark’s Church in Medford to conduct mutual audits of each other’s church. Ours was long overdue and it finally was submitted to the Office of the Diocese earlier this year. In reading it, we felt some pride because the audit affirmed that we
were following sound fiscal and financial management practices.
We also completed and the Vestry adopted a three-year strategic plan for St. Luke’s, for years 2021 through
2023. You can read it online or request a hard copy, but essentially it identifies three major goals, strategies and specific actions to achieve the goals. Strategic Plans are intended to serve as guiding documents
over a period of time, providing direction in decision-making and allocation of resources.
When the pandemic really hit, we adapted. Unlike some churches that felt a need to sue the government
over closing orders, we responded by taking actions to allow us to reopen and to keep us safe. We wrote a
plan that was submitted to the Bishop’s Office for approval, we went from two to one service, we temporarily moved our service outside while the weather permitted and we went online. By logging onto the Church’s
website, you can now participate in the service without having to be physically present. I know it is not the
same and that you cannot receive communion at home, but it is something new that was not available this
time last year. Congratulations to all of us for being more flexible than we probably want to be and thank
you to all who make this happen!
Finally, I must mention one name in closing. Myrna Rafalovich, our long-standing Treasurer, recently resigned her position due to health issues. She has served long and faithfully for many years, volunteering
too many hours to number, and deserves our greatest thanks and appreciation for the invaluable service
she has provided. Laurel Samson, who has been training and working with Myrna as a co-treasurer, will
assume her duties.
We at St. Luke’s are a good people and I wish each of you the very best.
Sincerely,
Jim Huber, Senior Warden
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224 NW D Street
Grants Pass, OR 97526-2042
Phone: 541-476-2493
Fax: 541-476-9942
Email:
stlukesgrantspass@gmail.com

IDENTITY STATEMENT FOR ST. LUKE’S
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a community of diverse and
unique individuals and families, joined together in the Body of
Christ. We are a family united by worship, discovering God’s
purpose in our lives and using our gifts in service to him, to
one another, and to the world.
We believe the historic Christian creeds. We carry on the heritage of Christian worship, celebrating the biblical faith with
traditional and contemporary forms. We encounter God in
word and sacrament, in music and prayer, and in one another.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
publishes Luke’s Log monthly. Submit articles to our
email address or to the
parish office by the 20th of
the month. For more information, visit our website
above.

We offer opportunities for education, spiritual growth, service,
fellowship, and the giving and receiving of pastoral care
We seek, through worship and service, to show forth in the
world the healing love
of
Jesus.

ST. LUKE’S SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING

ST. LUKE’S MISSION
STATEMENT

9:00 a.m. Holy

Love. Faith. Reason.
Community.

Eucharist, Rite II
Nursery available
WEDNESDAY

We reach out in joy and
in Christ’s name to one
another, our community,
and the world.

12:15 p.m. Mid-week
Eucharist
ST. LUKE’S
OFFICE HOURS
M, T, Th 9 am-1 pm
Wed. 9 am-5 pm
Closed Friday
541-476-2493

THE REV. ERNESTEIN C. FLEMISTER, RECTOR
(614) 599-0098
rectorstlukesgp@gmail.com
ST. LUKE’S OFFICERS & VESTRY
Jim Huber, Sr. Warden (2021)
Juli Mimnaugh, Jr. Warden (2021)
Laurel Samson, Treasurer
Laurel Samson, Clerk of the Vestry
Concetta Buckner (2022)
Bridget Garvin (2021)
Susan Lee Hall (2023)
Juli Mimnaugh (2021)
Blenda Wingate (2023)

