
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE FEAST DAY OF ST. FRANCIS  

OCTOBER 4, 2020 
 

 

Prelude 
Opening Prayer 
Opening Hymn: All creatures of our God and King                   Hymn 400  
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II                        BCP 355 
Priest:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
The Collection for Purity (read aloud in unison)                     BCP 355 
The Gloria (read aloud in unison)            BCP 356 
The Collect of the Day (read aloud in unison)                        (insert) 
The Lesson: Jeremiah 22:13-16                                                        (insert)  
(silence) 
Psalm 148:7-14 (said in unison)                                                       (insert) 
The Epistle: Galatians 6:14-18  Response: Thanks be to God.         (insert) 
(Silence) 
Sequence Hymn: Lord be thy word my rule                               Hymn 626 
Announcement of the Gospel:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
The Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30                                                (insert) 
After the Gospel:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The Sermon                 The Rev. Ernestein C. Flemister 
(silence) 
Blessing of the Animals                (insert) 
The Nicene Creed (Large Print page 90)                    BCP 358 
The Prayers of the People, Form III                                               BCP 387 
The Peace (Large Print page 98) 
The Offertory 
 
Doxology (said in unison) updated words: 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God, all creatures here below, 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host 
 Praise triune God, whom we adore. 
 
The Holy Communion, Eucharistic Prayer C                                 BCP 369 
Sanctus (said in unison)                                                          BCP 367 

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional) (Lg. Print page 110)                    BCP 364 
 

 (All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you do not wish to 
receive, you may come forward and cross your arms for a blessing. If you 
would like communion brought to your seat please notify an usher for 
assistance.) 
 

Communion Hymn: All things bright and beautiful                  Hymn 405 
Announcements  
Post-communion Prayer (Large Print page 105)                      BCP 365 
Recessional Hymn: Lord, you give the great commission           Hymn 528 
The Dismissal 
Postlude 
 

TODAY IS SUNDAY, October 4, 2020 
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi 
  9:00  Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals 

    
 

  MONDAY, October 5 
9:00  Needle & Thread 
 
 

 

   TUESDAY, October 6 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast at Elmer’s 
11-1 St. Anne’s Food Box 
 

 
 

   WEDNESDAY, October 7 
12:15 Mid-week Holy Eucharist 
5:30 Chancel Choir 
6:30 Handbell Choir  

  
 

   SUNDAY, October 11 
   8:00  Holy Eucharist 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We welcome all our beloved animal friends today. Please keep them on 
a leash or crated and away from other pets joining us, as some may not 
like to socialize. Please do not worry about barks and whines. Our pets 
can make a joyful noise along with the congregation. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Collect for St. Francis   
 

Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce 
gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed 
Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation with 
perfectness of joy.  O God, you have made us and all living things. You 
are even more wonderful than what you have made. We thank you for 
giving us these pets who bring us joy.  As you take care of us, so also we 
ask your help that we might take care of those who trust us to look after 
them.  By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask 
this in Jesus' name. Amen.  

The Lesson 

Jeremiah 22:13-16  

13 “Woe to him who builds his palace by unrighteousness, 
    his upper rooms by injustice, 
making his own people work for nothing, 
    not paying them for their labor. 
14 He says, ‘I will build myself a great palace 
    with spacious upper rooms.’ 
So he makes large windows in it, 
    panels it with cedar 
    and decorates it in red. 
15 “Does it make you a king 
    to have more and more cedar? 
Did not your father have food and drink? 
    He did what was right and just, 
    so all went well with him. 
16 He defended the cause of the poor and needy, 

    and so all went well. 
Is that not what it means to know me?” 
    declares the LORD. 

Psalm 148:7-14 

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 
    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
    stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 
    small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 
    you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 
    old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
    for his name alone is exalted; 
    his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn,[a] 
    the praise of all his faithful servants, 
    of Israel, the people close to his heart. 
Praise the LORD. 

The Epistle  

Galatians 6:14-18 

14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which[a] the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new 
creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—to[b] the Israel of 
God.                                                                                                    
17 From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the 
marks of Jesus.                                                                                     
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and 
sisters. Amen. 



The Gospel  

Matthew 11:25-30 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were 
pleased to do. 

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.” 

Please bring your pet forward for a blessing and to receive a special 
Saint Francis medallion. Pet photos and stuffed animals also welcome!  

Blessing of All the Pets 

God, our Creator, we ask you to bless our pets with your light and love. 
Make our animal friends safe, happy, healthy, and whole. Help us to 
better understand as we learn from our animal friends’ wisdom, from their 
innocence and their loyalty. Help us model their ability to forgive, to not 
judge human beings unkindly. As we bless these animal companions 
today, we thank you for the pleasures, the humor, the delight and smiles 
they bring to our lives. Thank you for their companionship and 
friendship, especially when they stay with us during those lonely hours 
we may have experienced. Thank you for our companions’ natural ability 
to teach us to be aware of the present moment. Thank you for the pure 
beauty of every animal—their forms, colors, textures, motions are all a 
work of art, and may we appreciate your creation of this masterpiece. 
Bless all animals in harm’s way, heal the sick, protect those who are lost, 
and guide them to safety. Thank you for the gift of love. Amen. 
 

Individual Blessings: Now we ask that you each bring your pet forward 
for an individual blessing 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth 
fish in the sea, birds in the air, and animals on the land. You inspired 
Saint Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to 
bless this pet. By the power of your love, enable this beloved creature to 
live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all your beauty 
in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.  

A Note 

Welcome to our visitors this morning, both four-legged and two. If the 
Episcopal Service is new to you, we urge you to relax and simply enjoy 
the service. In fact, there are many different ways to worship in the 
Episcopal Church. You are welcome at our altar for communion. Gluten-
free wafers are available if you prefer them. Just turn your hands facing 
down to signal your wish.  
 

 

 
 


