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A Message from the Interim Rector

First of all, thanks to
all who made our
“Indoor Mass Near the
Grass and Picnic" great! I
do know this church can
have fun anywhere....!!!

As we head into Fall, still
dealing with excessive
heat and smoke, some of
our state and country
are in real disaster
mode. The Chetco Bar
fire, number one priority
fire in the nation, is af-
fecting the lives of our
sisters and brothers in
and around Brookings.
They are living with
hourly changes in their
evacuation status and
it’s very stressful. The
hurricane winds, rain
and flooding have dis-
placed tens of thousands
of people in Houston and
surrounding areas, and
now parts of Louisiana
on this 12th anniversary
of Hurricane Katrina. As
Christians, we are called
to action, because when
one of us is in need, we
all are affected.

There’s giving to be
done.... any amount is
helpful. We have our
Episcopal Relief and De-
velopment, http://
www.episcopalrelief.org
which is a great and on-
going charity helping in
disasters around the
world. And many other
organizations on-site

right now in and around
the affected areas. The
news sources have list-
ings of where we can do-
nate. And Charity Navi-
gator tis helpful in your
discernment. Whether
your passion is feeding
the hungry, helping with
shelter or clothing, medi-
cal care, children’s toys
or helping all the dis-
placed animals., please
pick one and give. If you
can give even 5 dol-
lars, you can be Christ’s
hands and feet to those
who are in such need at
this time. We can do
this! Together, we do
make a difference!

Another thing we as
Christians are called to
do but sometimes take
lightly is to pray. I've in-
cluded a prayer for the
incredible rescue work-
ers and a prayer by the
Bishop of Texas in this
newsletter. And as we
pray for those in trouble,
we might also focus on
those gifts in our lives we
often take for granted.
Our health (such as it is
for those “of a certain
age”), the gifts of a dry
home, etc. the listis
endless.

And, speaking of prayer,
it’s REALLY an exciting
time... Just think, your
next rector candidates

are now reading your
profile, discerning
whether to respond
and probably looking up
the weather in Grants
Pass as we speak

(I HOPE it cools off be-
fore they do that! ). So,
it’s our time now to do
some serious pray-

ing A church steeped
in personal and com-
munal prayer life is one
that will thrive because
decisions on budget,
outreach, new rectors,
programs and classes
are based and grounded
in prayer and the God
who knows us better
than we can imag-

ine. It’s our lifeline.

if you’d like some ideas
on ways to begin or end
your day in a reflection,
prayer, learning and
gratitude, consider
these.... and check out
the wonderful St. Luke’s
library!

Our daily Morning pray-
er at church at 7:15 am
weekdays

Book of Common Prayer
Daily Devotions p. 136

Or, morning, noon,
evening prayer, and
compline p. 37-146
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A Message from the Interim Rector (continued)

Morning prayer: http://www.missionstclare.com/english /spoken/morning.html

Forward Day by Day. This is the same as the small quarterly booklet available at church. It follows the daily lec-
tionary. http://prayer.forwardmovement.org/forward day by day.php?d=29&m=1&y=2017

Daily devotions from Henri Nouwen often using excerpts from his
books. http://henrinouwen.org/resources/daily-meditation/

A Network for Grateful Living - gratefulness.org

or books such as Jesus Calling — by Sarah Young

Sounds of the Eternal, a Celtic Psalter by John Philip Newell for those who connect with Celtic Christianity

and many more....

And finally this prayer for our new rector to be...

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall

choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us
for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 818)
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Discernment Training Workshop

Blessings! Mary ¢

here will be a discernment training workshop coming up this Fall at Good Samaritan Church in Cor-
vallis on Saturday, September 23, 2017. The workshop will begin at 9 a.m. and will last until 1 PM.

All interested adults are welcome to participate. People discerning lay ministries within a congregation or
diocesan committee, and indeed, those discerning any life decision can benefit from this workshop. This
training is not limited to congregational discernment committees working with people discerning for Holy
Orders. Resources, including the book Listening Hearts, will be provided.

The Commission on Ministry Committee for Baptismal Ministries (COM-B) hopes that eventually every con-
gregation will have discernment committees in place to work with parish members in consideration of sig-
nificant life decisions. Our committee is available to train individual congregational discernment commit-
tees on an as needed basis as well.

To register for the discernment workshop or learn more about forming a congregational discernment com-
mittee, contact:

The Rev. Canon Neysa Ellgren at neysae@diocese-oregon.org

or

Ms. Marsha Jett at jetmar@bctonline.com
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Special Dates & Events
Sept. 4 (Mon.) Labor Day — No 7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer, Parish Office closed
Sept. 6 (Wed.) 11:00 a.m. Pastoral Care Committee Meeting
Sept. 9 (Sat.) Daughters of the King Diocesan Meeting, Corvallis
Sept. 11 (Mon.) Patriot Day — 9:30-11:30 a.m. Barbie Fandango (see newsletter article)
Sept. 14 (Thurs.) Holy Cross Day — 7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
Sept. 17 (Sun.) 11:15 a.m. Worship Committee Meeting

Sept. 21 (Thurs.) St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

Sept. 22 (Fri.) First Day of Autumn
Sept. 23 (Sat.) 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Discernment Training Workshop at Good Samaritan, Corvallis
Sept. 24 (Sun.) Dennis James guest homilist at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services

Sept. 29 (Fri.) St. Michael and All Angels

1 Bruce Mimnaugh
9 Bill Crow

10 Dick Griffiths

12 Marlene Brown

13 Durfee Bedsole

15 Blenda Wingate
SBE IPR——|[ %/\D/\IAI?YESR 22 Joanne Taxelius
28 Audrey Dawson

If your name is not on the birthday list, please contact the parish office to get added on.

Treasurer’s Report - by Myrna Rafalovich
As of August 28, 2017

Pledged Amount $64,145.00
Paid Amount $57,121.00

Shortfall <$7,024.00>
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Sr. Warden’s Report — by John Barnard

Y M any of the faith traditions in this country do not include formally pledging support for

the parish or other ministries, so it is useful to address why Episcopalians have this
practice. It is not a requirement. We don’t have membership dues. Why do many of us do
this?

Your pledge is a commitment to give a certain amount of money to help our faith communi-
ty sustain itself and grow. Your pledge to St. Luke’s says, “I am part of this community and
I want to act in a way that shows how this parish and its values and ministries are im-
portant to me.”

Stewardship involves contributing time, treasure and talents, and in a few weeks we will begin a more sys-
tematized program for inventorying and organizing the very substantial skills and experience found within
this parish. But there is no getting around the need for money to keep St. Luke’s going and its ministries
functioning. Pledging is different from the other components of stewardship, some of which operate on an
ad hoc basis. Pledging continues. It has to do with commitment and with budget planning. When you
pledge to St. Luke’s and make a specific commitment to support it, it is a very useful thing when you esti-
mate the amount of your gift in advance and pledge that amount. That makes it possible for your Treasur-
er and Vestry to determine a budget for the next year and make commit-
ments and set expectations for ministries and service. St. Luke’s cannot %

plan realistically for a new rector or to purchase supplies or even keep the \\ /

lights on without knowing that it will have a reliable source of funding and

how much that will be. When you make a commitment to this parish, you ar IP
help it keep its commitment to you.

Christian stewardship is grounded in the understanding that our standard
of giving should reflect our standard of living. Each of us is called to con-
sider making a pledge that is both responsible and significant based on his
or her financial situation. Your giving is as personal as your prayer life,
and only you can know what is right for you at this stage of your journey
through life. Please remember, a pledge can be adjusted during the year if
your circumstances change significantly. The important thing is to make
a heartfelt promise of support. As St. Luke’s flourishes as a parish com-
munity, it will sustain you as a person of thriving Christian faith.

¢

If you do not presently pledge, please prayerfully consider doing so this year. If you already pledge (Thank
you!), please consider increasing the amount of your gift. Even if you can only afford a small amount more,
the increase will offset the annual erosion of the value of contributions that results from even modest infla-
tion. Every pledge makes a difference to St. Luke’s and is an offering to glorify God.

Thank you, John Barnard
Quiz
The following Canticles are said or sung at Morning or Evening Prayer:

The Song of Mary Magnificat

The Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis

The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus
Jubilate Psalm 100

A) Which is the odd one out?
B) Who was the original speaker? “Semi-traditional Men’s Breakfast Quiz” courtesy of Michael Riding
Answers in the next Luke’s Log!
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“Thank You!”

HUGE “Thank you!” to all who participated in the Holy Hospitality

sessions and most especially those who took time and careful obser-
vation in three groups to go through the “ Looking At St. Luke’s With
Fresh Eyes” checklist. They had some wonderful observations and these
will be turned over to the Vestry for further discussion and action. We are
grateful for each of you!

|
o
-
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Mary ¢

Stephen Ministry Stained Glass Window

§ 7 ou may have noticed the beautiful stained glass artwork depicting the Stephen Ministry
logo hanging in the middle back window in the Parish Hall. Fr. Morgan Silbaugh gave it to
St. Luke's with the following note:

4
)

I

It is a gift from Pauline Black. It was created especially for Barbara and her husband

who was a Stephen Minister.

|

If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, talk with the Rev. Mary Piper or Dan and
— Joan Collins.

Mark Your Calendar:
Sept. 11t 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
St. Luke’s Parish Hall

- \
Barbie Fandango!

y granddaughters have decided they are too mature to play with their Barbie dolls and I snagged all
their paraphernalia.

In preparation for St. Luke’s annual Rummage Sale, we are going to sort through the trinkets and put to-
gether outfits with matching shoes, purses, etc.

They will be packaged and sold as “groupings.”
The Rummage Sale proceeds go to support the Altar Guild; it is their only funding.

Come join us for a fun time! You are welcome to contribute any Barbie items you might have.

Myrna Rafalovich
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A Prayer for First Responders

lessed are you, Lord, God of mercy, who through your Son gave us a marvelous example of charity and

the great commandment of love for one another. Send down your blessings on these your servants,
who so generously devote themselves to helping others. Grant them courage when they are afraid, wisdom
when they must make quick decisions, strength when they are weary, and compassion in all their work.
When the alarm sounds and they are called to aid both friend and stranger, let them faithfully serve you in
their neighbor. We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN.

H eavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City where the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea: Behold and visit, we pray,
the cities of the earth devastated by Hurricane Harvey. Sustain those displaced by the storm with food,
drink, and all other bodily necessities of life. We especially remember before you all poor and neglected per-
sons it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who
have none to care for them; that, among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, we may ever be
defended by your gracious and ready help; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN.

Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, D.D. IX Bishop of Texas

For Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Message, please see hallway bulletin board.

Baskets for Convention — by Hana Rubens

@ur Diocesan Convention is coming up in October. The Commission on
Poverty and Homelessness is requesting that parish bring Gift Baskets
to be auctioned off at Convention. This provides the funding for the grants
made by the Commission. Last year we blessed the Diocese with 11 baskets.
If you are interested in providing a basket or working on them, please leave

| your name with the Parish Office or Hana. More information will be available
| after Labor Day. Thank you all for your generosity.

Grace & Peace,

Hana Rubens
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Saint Luke’s
Episcopal Church

224 NW D Street
Grants Pass, OR 97526-2042

Phone: 541-476-2493
Fax: 541-476-9942
Email:
stlukesgrantspass@gmail.com

We're on the web!

_stlukesgran
tspass-org

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
publishes Luke’s Log month-
ly. Submit articles to our
email address or to the par-
ish office by the 20th of the
month. For more infor-
mation, visit our website
above.

IDENTITY STATEMENT FOR ST. LUKE’S

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a community of diverse and
unique individuals and families, joined together in the Body of
Christ. We are a family united by worship, discovering God’s
purpose in our lives and using our gifts in service to him, to
one another, and to the world.

We believe the historic Christian creeds. We carry on the her-
itage of Christian worship, celebrating the biblical faith with
traditional and contemporary forms. We encounter God in
word and sacrament, in music and prayer, and in one another.

We offer opportunities for education, spiritual growth, service,
fellowship, and the giving and receiving of pastoral care

We seek, through worship and service, to show forth in the
world the healing love of Jesus.

SEPTEMBER 2017

ST. LUKE’S SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING

8:00 a.m. Holy
Eucharist, Rite II
10:00 a.m. Holy
Eucharist, Rite II

Nursery available

ST. LUKE’S MISSION

Love. Faith. Reason.

We reach out in joy and
in Christ’s name to one
another, our community,

THE REV. MARY PIPER, Interim Rector
Cell: 541-301-9985
shaggypiper l@gmail.com

STATEMENT

Community. ST. LUKE’S OFFICERS & VESTRY

John Barnard (2020) Senior Warden
Dennis James (2019) Jr. Warden
Myrna Rafalovich, Treasurer
Mary Wineteer, Clerk of the Vestry

and the world.

MONDAY—FRIDAY

7:15 a.m. Morning
Prayer

WEDNESDAY

12:15 Holy Eucharist

Project Manager, David Robertson

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Marcus Allen (2018)
Susan Lee Hall (2020)
Alison Huber (2019)
Bill McBee (2018)
Juli Mimnaugh (2018)
Hana Rubens (2019)
Scott Swindells (2020)

ST. LUKE’S
OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday

541-476-2493




